
 

 

Fuel cell micro-CHP - A first for Alsace, France 
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An inspired collaboration, initiated by GRDF1 and the Mulhouse city authorities and carried out in the 
framework of ene.field and EnergieVie Pool projects, has installed the first fuel cell micro-CHP in the region of 
Alsace, France. The fuel cell micro-CHP unit, developed by the European manufacturer RBZ, has been 
installed in the Architect’s Office of the municipality of Mulhouse, bringing first-hand experience of home 
energy to leading stakeholders tackling the energy transition at the local level. 
 
The mayor of Mulhouse, Jean Rottner, commented “I believe that 
fuel cells hold a great potential for achieving our energy and 
decarbonisation objectives. Fostering sustainable development is 
one of my key priorities as mayor of Mulhouse. My office 
wholeheartedly supports the installation of a fuel cell micro-CHP 
in the Architect’s Office and is hopeful for a fruitful cooperation in 
the future." 
 
Mulhouse is using its public buildings to learn more about and 

assess a range of innovative sustainable energy solutions like fuel 

cell micro-CHP, as part of its strategy to achieve climate and energy objectives. According to the 

Commissioner for Energy Transition of the Mulhouse Conurbation, Jo Spiegel: “This project is one of twenty 

projects being carried out by the Conurbation in its pursuit of sustainable energy solutions for the future. 

Innovation is a key factor for the success of energy our transition”. 

The Architect’s Office installation provides heat and 5kW of electricity enough to provide 40% of the 

building’s total electricity demand. The unit which runs on natural gas is manufactured by RBZ in Germany 

and is part of the ene.field project. 2 

RBZ Managing Director, Christoph Hildebrandt, welcomed the project saying: “RBZ is glad to be part of this 

initiative. Fuel cell micro-CHPs are innovative products, which empower consumers to efficiently produce their 

own electricity and heat while reducing their environmental impact. We are committed to continue delivering 

fuel cell micro-CHP to European consumers in the framework of the ene.field project.” 

The ene.field project – co-funded by industry and the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking (FCH-JU) – 

will place up to 1,000 fuel cell micro-CHPs into homes across eleven European countries.  

To find more information on the ene.field project and its partners, please visit www.enefield.eu. 

END 

 

                                                           
1 By answering, in 2014, to the EnergiVie Pool call of projects “Innovative experiments of solutions on French government or local authorities 

buildings by companies”, GRDF has been the initiator and facilitator of this project, which is part of a long list of references in France. Moreover, 

the experimentation is being driven, for the first time in France, by a unique Consortium of different and complementary professional partners 

(technical and financial). Beside GRDF: INGEROP (engineering & studies) and STIHLE (installation & workforce) are also partners of the EnergiVie 

Pool and they are all sharing a strong Alsatian anchor and a great taste for innovation. 

2 Picture credits – GRDF: http://site.grdf.fr/web/la-pile-a-combustible-une-premiere-en-alsace/actualites  
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More about the Mulhouse Project 

WEB SITE dedicated to the project 

A virtual visit of the Field test Site with technical hotspots 

Partners’ websites:  

http://www.grdf.fr/  

http://www.fibres-energivie.com/  

http://www.stihle-freres.fr/  

http://www.ingerop.fr/  

 

About ene.field 

The ene.field project is the largest European demonstration of the latest smart energy solution for private 

homes, micro-CHP. It will see up to 1,000 households across Europe able to experience the benefits of this 

new energy solution. The five-year project uses modern fuel cell technology to produce heat and electricity in 

households and empowers them in their electricity and heat choicesand brings together 27 partners, 

including 9 European manufacturers who will make the products available across 11 EU Member States.  

The ene.field project has received funding from the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme 

(FP7/2007-2013) for the Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Technology Initiative (FCH-JU) under grant agreement 

n° [303462]. 

For more information, visit www.enefield.eu or contact Mr Janos Vajda via info@enefield.eu 

The ene.field partners are: 
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